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PASSIONS. ..LANCFT POLT. 

IffE END. ..CL MAX, COV. 

CODS TOTS... WARWICK UNI. 

CLOSE RIVALS... SWAN SWELL TAVERN, COV. 
A.S. ANNIVERSARY DOO.. .HOPE N ANCHOR. 
SHAPES/PLACKOFP. . .WARWICK UNl/'EAST SITE. 
M.P.s. ..CITY CENTRE CLUB, COV. 

WILD BOYS ... CLIMAX* COV. 

SWINGING CATS... LANCE POLY 
ADAPTORS... SWAN SWELL TAVERN, COV. 

V. I. P.s... WARWICK UNI. 

HUMAN CABBAGES... ZODIAC, COV. 

MAffiNINE. ..LANCH POLY. 

SUB HUMAN. EL EMEN T . . . SWAN SWELL TAV. 

LEE STAINS (from Welshpool) . . .ZODIAC. 
SELECTER.. .TIFFANYS, COV. 

ARMED FORCE.. .LANCH POLY, COV. 

CHEAP SPIRITS... SWAN SWELL TAVERN, COY. 
THE PRO DUCT,.. DIVE BAR, COV. 

NEON HEARTS... ZODIAC, COV. 

THE GEN ERAL S ... SWAN SWELL TAVERN, COV. 
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ROCK AGAINST RACISM 

Hersall Common 
28 4 79 
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tense with anticipation 
the audience wait as 
soft stage light illuming 
the young musicians 
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Zodiac 




The camera I use is a Pentax KIooo a SLR it cost me £140 and I use its 
standard^ 50 mm lens* Pentax have just brought out a 'better' easier 
to use camera the M.V. which costs approximately the same. This has put 
the price of a new K 1000 down to about £90 so mine is probably worth 
about half that now, 

I use HP? film, a fast bfw film (400 A.S.A.) even though its a fast film 
(more light sensitive) its not fast enough for gig lighting conditions 
without recourse to flash, so I have to over rate the film to 1600 
(this means in effect pretending the film is more light sensitive than 
it really is) this reduces the image quality, but does not falcify it 
like flash does, and means the film has to have extended development, 

I develop my film in IDII diluted 3:1 for approx 35 mins at 20 °C* 

Fixing is as per normal. Now I do all my printing at CIRC (Who I would 
like to thank for use of their equipment). I print all my photos on 
grade 4 Ilfo speed which gives a contrasting print. 

why 

I produce these images now because i/. I'm interested in using photo- 
graphy (not this sort) 2/. Its a useful way of finding out about some 
areas of the music biz (demystifies it) 3/. no one else seems to regularly 
I think my (and others peoples) pics that go in A.S. are totally crap 
(except this issue) and not what I think should be put across at all. 

The music business presents its products/musicians as more than human 
stars, a fantasy commodity (one which is ultimately unobtainable) the 
musicians bands I photo are mainly (with rare exceptions) caught up with 
and involved in trying to get into this position, I don't think its my 
job to help this/to put a few people on a photographic pedestal, I should 
be pointing this out showing that these bands are not a great improvement 
over everyone else* that it is not some mysterious ' star ' quality which 
drives them on but real tangible things like money, knowing the right 
people etc* By showing these bands without reference to the rest of the 
situation the venue/ equipment/ audience, then the mystery, the fantasy 
is perpetuated. A photo shows what you want it to show H.M.I. et al must 
love happy little mags like this* 

what 


In Coventry bands make no reference to the world outside the Cov music 
scenes latest pub venue* This area of music they claim to now occupy is 
supposed to have a certain vitality concern/anger to bring up issues that 
are relevant to themselves and their audience. Where are the references to 
the crisis now facing Coventry mass redundancies/ massive cuts in public 
spending/ attacks on your education/your future. Coventry could soon be an 
industrial graveyard but you can forget all that by going up the Zodiac 
or Climax to listen to more mindless drivel (by August bus fares will have 
gone up approx IOO/o and many bus routes will have been axed so perhaps 
by then, when it will cost more to travel to a gig than to get in it, if 
there is a bus service at all we'll hear something like 'Bus Stop Blues' 

By avoiding these and other issues (and coming out with pathetic state- 
ments about keeping politics out of music) bands just re-inforce the 
present regime re-inforced the reactionary attitudes and values the 
capatilists (like the music biz) rely on, which they present as 'normal' 
and do not get criticised. Instead of channeling (or awakening) your 
'youthful rebellion' it is defused/ packaged off into an evening at the 
Climax or Zodiac, ultimately discredited when you see what a load of 
crap it all is so that you can 'grow up' and 'settle down' rejecting any 
alternatives to conformity. 

At the moment the Zodiac and Climax pubs are the main havens ef this youth 
culture in Coventry (not too much dancing or mis-behaving or we might lose 
the venue) even worse than these are the student unions in Coventry at the 
Butts and Lanch, both bring the reality of the outside world in by employing 
lots of bouncers ( the only other regular venue to need this fascist control 
is Tiffanies) the middle class students let you have your fun but let you 
know who is control. 

Ofcourse there are exceptions which prove the rule Criminal Class try to 
put something across but even then to a largely apathetic audience if they 
can't relate to Criminal Classes raw (not fashionable enough?) Anti Police 
Violence line then Coventry must seem to be full of middle class dead'eds 
or inoronised Sun-lovers. a few bands do have a certain ammount of 
musical innovation and imagination but is just a progression in sound enough 
unless it is used effectively in communicating something. Live music is 
obsolete a communitive media in any way except holding up the status quo 
an evenings fun rebellion then off to bed and back to work in the morning. 


Stating the Obvious. | 

how (technical bits) 


A few years ago for a few months it seemed that there was an area of music 
which could do more than just provide a patronising escapist entertainment 
A music which tried to put across, communicate vital important ideas/issues 
a music which tried to change things and create an enviroinent of change 
attacking the conventions of this moronising consumerist, capitalist 
controled society. 

In Coventry now there are a lot of bands who assume they fit in as a 
progression, the decendants of that music. What I find is that in Coventry 
now we get a regression back to the same shitty escapist entertainment 
very little forward movement at all 'punk' and 'new wave' hav been nulified 
absorbed, the reason why so many 'new wave' bands get on TOTP's Radio I 
is because they now say nothing, they have no effective statements to 
make 


1st 12 alternative sounds 





